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Unit 6 Grammar practice 

Reported speech; reporting verbs

1
Rewrite the statements and questions in reported speech.

‘The food is rather bland,’ Helen said.

Helen said that the food was rather bland.

1
‘Manuel has just finished baking bread,’ I said.


__________________________________________

2
‘Is she going to have a picnic?’ they asked.


__________________________________________

3
‘My dad can’t cook!’ said Fatima.


__________________________________________

4
‘Where did you do your training?’ Bill asked me.


__________________________________________

5
‘I’ll copy the recipe for Pat,’ she said.


__________________________________________

6
‘You must clean the kitchen,’ the manager said to me.


__________________________________________

7
‘I took them to a nice restaurant,’ said Jack.


__________________________________________

8
‘Why are there more male chefs than female chefs?’ the journalist asked.


__________________________________________


__________________________________________

2
Correct the reported sentences. Two sentences are correct.

‘We’ll come to your family dinner,’ I said to her.

I said that we will come to her family dinner.

I said that we would come to her family dinner.

1
‘Put the ingredients on the table,’ Jenny told me.


Jenny told me to put the ingredients on the table.


__________________________________________

2
‘We need these oranges,’ said my mum.


My mum said that we would need these oranges.


__________________________________________

3
‘My sister can bake anything!’ Stan told me.


Stan told me that his sister can bake anything.


__________________________________________

4
‘I’m going to invite her to our party,’ said John.


John said that he was going to invite her to their party.


__________________________________________

5
‘Stella went to the restaurant last week,’ Kevin told Sam.


Kevin told Sam that Stella had gone to the restaurant last week.


__________________________________________


__________________________________________

6
‘I create all my own dishes,’ the chef told me.


The chef told me that he creates all his own dishes.


__________________________________________


3
Complete the second sentence so that it has the same meaning as the first sentence. Use the bold reporting verbs.

‘Would you like to come ice-skating with me this afternoon?’ Bill asked Jane. (invite)

Bill invited Jane to go ice-skating with him that afternoon.
1
‘You should do a cookery course,’ he said to her. (advise)


He __________________________________________.

2
‘I’ve won many awards for my restaurants,’ said Jamie. (declare)


Jamie __________________________________________.

3
‘You’re going to drop that dish!’ Jake told her. (warn)


Jake __________________________________________.

4
‘You have to cook the fish first,’ the teacher said to us. (explain)


The teacher _____________________________________.

5
‘You should go to the new café,’ said Dean. (recommend)


Dean __________________________________________.

6
‘I don’t like the menu,’ said Stella. (complain about)


Stella __________________________________________.

7
‘I’m sorry I was late for dinner,’ said Frank. 
(apologize for)


Frank __________________________________________.

8
‘We’ll walk your dog,’ they said to him. (offer)


They __________________________________________.

4
Translate the sentences into your language. 

1
Greg apologized for making a mess in the kitchen the day before.


__________________________________________

2
She asked why I had burnt those pies.


__________________________________________

3
Alice suggested that we go to a restaurant the following day.


__________________________________________

4
We said that we couldn’t go to their barbeque that day.


__________________________________________

5
The chef ordered me to leave his kitchen.


__________________________________________

6
Cathy explained that she was making lunch.


__________________________________________

7
Pierre told us that he would call that evening.


__________________________________________

8
The guests declared that it was the best meal they’d ever eaten.


__________________________________________
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